The results mainly concerned the weight and age variability and accordingly piglet growth during the post-weaning period. The performances of group B exceeded those of group A (for example the daily mean gain was 39! g/d against 3 go). However, the differences between farms remained within the same range (a difference of ioo g between the daily mean gains of the first and the last farms).
In some farms, especially rearing-fattening, but sometimes also rearing farms, the piglets were sold at the same weight, but at highly variable ages.
The population density in the piggeries very often differed from the preconized standards. The difficulty of establishing housing and management systems according to farm capacities and of defining objectively piglet quality by relating weight to age is emphasized. In conclusion, feeding piglets ad libitum with a diet containing 20 p. roo well balanced proteins during the two weeks following weaning at the age of 3 weeks seems to be a satisfactory solution.
